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The Negro Citizen 

Voter: An accurate and timely 
summary of the amazing growth of 
the Negro’s place in American 
politics was recently presented to 
the Southern Political Science 
Assn. by Harry S. Ashmore, Edi- 
tor of the Little Rock, Ark., Daily 
Gazette. Mr. Ashmore’s report was 
generally by-passed, but since the 
spokesman is a leading southern 
editor, we believe his words are 
highly significant. He pointed out 
that “It is no longer good polities 
to... claim that the Negro is all 
right in his place, but his place is 
not at the polls ... Segregation 
can be defended — but the denial 
of civil rights that has always gone 
with it has become indefensible 
. .. The Negro voter has arrived 
in the South.” 

Mr. Ashmore pointed out that 
700,000 Negroes were qualified to 
vote in this year’s election. That 
is a 600 per cent increase over 
1940. At this rate of progression, 
two million Negroes can be expect- 
ed to vote in 1952, — not only in 
the general elections but in the pri- 
maries as well. With this increase 
in enfranchisement of the Negro, 
the one-party system, dominant in 
the South for 80 years, is doomed. 
Actually it was doomed when the 
U. S. Supreme Court struck down 
all previous decisions and ruled 
that the primary is a fundamental 
part of the American political sys- 
tem and thus subject to the suf- 
frage provisions of the Constitu- 
tion, guaranteeing the vote to all, 
regardless of creed or color. Every 
court test subsequently has upheld 
this decision. Even in South Caro- 
lina the effort to make the Demo- 
cratic party exclusively a white 
man’s club was outlawed. So the 
Negro can no longer have his vote 
taken away from him by law any- 
where in America. However, all 
forms of intimidation are being 
used in various areas of the South 
to keep the Negro from the polls, 
and will continue to be used. But 
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OT TOO LATE — Christmas is near but if you mail us that list 

of gift subscriptions right away we will see that our Christmas 
cards announcing your gifts arrive while the holiday cheer is still in 
the air. Make this the Christmas that brought something new into 
the lives of your friends and relatives, — a deeper understanding, a 
greater sense of awareness, a more vital comprehension of the mean- 
ing of the day in which we live. And all that for one dollar a year 
for each subscription to Between The Lines. Send us the names and 
addresses with a dollar for each and we’ll do the rest. 











HE CONFLICTING CURRENTS of technology and nationalism 
are rapidly carrying the world to history’s greatest crisis. Only one 
hundred years ago the fastest average speed on land or sea was ten miles 
an hour and a message could not travel any faster than a man. Today 
300 miles per hour is standard and a message can. girdle the earth in- 
stantly. Also the materials used in the factories and mills of any city 
come from all corners of the earth. America boasts of its monopoly of 
atomic power but the only major sources of the fissionable materials are 
India, Canada, Belgium Congo and Brazil! Everything man does with 
his hands and with machines demands that he be a brother to his fellow 
man. But nationalism, which should normally fade under these influences, 
refuses to recede — will not give up. The League of Nations was destroy- 
ed by it, and the UN is barely surviving, — a situation which finds 
America as guilty as the rest. 
The hands of man, with his tools and machines, demands that we 
become brothers, but the hearts of men will not permit it. Miracles have 
come to our hands — now a miracle must come to our hearts or we perish. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


ISCLOSURE: Here is one of the most startling, revealing disclo- 

sures of past months that has been generally suppressed in most 
news channels. In a recent interview with the American Berlin com- 
mander, Gen. Lucius Clay, reporters (see U. S. News, Nov. 3) asked the 
general, 

“Have you noticed any movements in the eastern part of Germany 
that would indicate preparations by the Russians for war?”’ 

General Clay answered in flat, plain, positive words, 

“No, there are no evidences of such movements.” 

Now, the U. S. Government has a widespread active system of es- 
pionage throughout eastern Germany as any official will frankly con- 
cede. Gen. Clay knows in minute detail what is going on among the Rus- 
sian forces in the way of movement of supplies, troops, munitions, con- 
centration of airpower, etc. His words are based upon the most thorough 
and reliable information service possible. It is also widely conceded that, 
if Russia should move toward war, about the first strike would be through 
Central Europe and such a plan could not be contemplated without vast 
preparations throughout the whole German area. But the highest ranking 
American military authority on the ground in Europe reports no sign 
of this whatever 

If anything were needed to reveal that a wholesale job of flagrant 
deceit and exaggeration is being foisted upon the American public to 
whip them up to feeling that war with Russia was imminent,—this ts it! 

Thousands of broadcasts and scare headlines have been hurled at 
the American people to lash them up to back the most grandiose arma- 
ment schemes ever hatched by American military leadership. And yet — 
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Education for Industry 

Academic Freedom: Can de- 
mocracy continue if education is 
not free? Can students be prepared 
to withstand the influence of alien 
doctrines if they are not even al- 
lowed to know the nature of those 
doctrines? Can students be trained 
to strenghten and improve our 
social order if they are not allowed 
to study its weaknesses? Can a 
medical student prepare for the 
treatment of disease unless he is 
permitted to study the nature of 
disease? Can a medical student be 
prepared to improve the health of 
the nation unless he is permitted 
to know and observe the weak- 
nesses and fallacies of practices 
and customs that now jeopardize 
public health? 

These are some of the questions 
now being fervently discussed on 
many American university cam- 
puses, for powerful influences are 
increasingly seeking to exclude 
from study anything that does not 
present a flattering picture of capi- 
talism. For instance, the Univer- 
sity of Michigan was recently com- 
pelled to abandon a course in in- 
dustrial relations on demand of 
General Motors Corporation. For 
several years this course, “Work- 
ers’ Educational Service,” has been 
carried on with benefit to many 
students preparing for careers in 
industry, personnel and labor rela- 
tions. One day when an official of 
General Motors visited the class 
a pamphlet was distributed that 
reviewed some of the mistakes 
General Motors had made through 
its policies and the actions of its 
officials. The General Motors high 
command (GM is owned and con- 
trolled chiefly by Wall St. Du 
Pont interests) made demands of 
the Governor of Michigan who in 
turn brought pressure on the 
school. The president of the Uni- 
versity stood his ground, but pres- 
sure was intensified on the Board 
of Regents until the course was 
dropped and the professor dis- 
charged from the faculty. If GM 
is interested in such classes, they 

(continued on NEXT page) 








Education for Industry 
(continued) 

should have every opportunity to 
present their side of the case — 
which of course they do continual- 
ly with millions spent on public.ty. 

Sut Hitler was an enemy of de 
mocracy because he believed in 
“thought control,” — and denied 
the German freedom to 
pursue truth and education. 

Industrial Internes: The Quak- 
ers are carrying on a unique edu- 
program called “Intern- 
in-Industry.” Young people from 
various walks of life come to 
Philadelph'a, where the Society of 
Friends (Quakers) National Head- 
quarters are located, and enter 
a 9-months period of training in 
problems of industry by becoming 
themselves industrial workers. 
First, they join the ranks of the 
unemploved -and find a job — not 
always an easy task. Once hired, 
they must fit into whatever rou- 
tine of life the job imposes,—often 
it means getting up at 5:30, get- 
ting breakfast, packing lunch, 
travelling on bus and subway to 
the job from the workers’ coopera- 
tive quarters where they live. In 
their factual experiences, rubbing 
elbows with all classes of workers, 
they are able to see for themselves 
the causes of labor tensions, and 
the violence-breeding frictions 
that permeate so much of Ameri- 
ca’s industrial relations. 

One of the recent internes was 
a waitress, another worked in a 
pickle factory, another was a jani- 
tor and utility man, while others 
worked with pickaxes and drills. 
Some started to work at dawn, 
others at midnight, in both union 
and non-union shops. They found 
what it means to be caught in an 
“assembly line” routine of life, — 
and also discovered the satisfac- 
tions of good hard work. 

The project has received the en- 
dorsement and cooperation of the 


schools 


cational 


Philadelphia Chamber of Com- 
merece, the Labor Education As- 


sociation and the city Board of 
Education. 


Tito’s Land Problem 


Reports are reaching this coun- 
try further identifying the strug- 
gle between Tito and Moscow as 
centering on the issue of peasant- 
owned farm co-ops versus Russian- 
style state-owned collective farms. 
We reported in our issue of Dec. 6 
a general outline of Tito’s conflict 
with Moscow, but the struggle over 
the land has sinee gathered in- 
creased significanee. When the war 
was over, big landowners in the 
satellite states were dispossessed 
and their holdings divided among 
the landless peasants into compari- 
tively small strip farms; in some 
areas such as Poland and Yugo- 
slavia the change followed the 
Swiss cooperative farm method 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


the most stragetically placed American military leader, — caught off his 
guard, shall we say, — with gentlemanly honesty and frankness reports 
that the enemy, which is supposed to be gathering his strength to strike 
us, is carrying out no such maneuvers! 

This is not to say that America should disarm, or that we should 
discount the danger of communism. Communism is still a terrible world 
threat. But such information does thoroughly vindicate the special re- 
ports we have been releasing over past months revealing that the struggle 
is not a military struggle except as big army brass and big business are 
determ.ned to make it so. 

To defeat communism without war requires economic reform, so- 
cial and racial justice. Does big brass and big business fear progressive 
social change so much that they are determined to try war first to pre- 
vent those social changes? If so, can’t they hear the voice of historians, 
philosophers and scientists who all warn that war will make radical, dis- 
astrous social change inevitable? 


AUSE AND EFFECT: Here is a frank appraisal of cause and ef- 

fect in the present Communist-U. S. relations, stripped of both the 

oue-sided American propaganda, as well as the much more warped Mos- 
cow propaganda. 

Russia has used the Berlin crisis to keep American military and 
political leaders foamed up over dangers in Europe, while the Commu- 
nists in Asia, and particularly in China, used American hysteria as a 
smoke screen behind wh eh they might fulfill a strategy that has been 
meticulously planned and followed for over twenty years. 

With the crash of dramatic events, the Communist plan for China 
and Asia moves toward fulfillment. It is one of the world’s cleverest and 
most far-sighted political aud revolutionary maneuvers in which the use 
of military power is only one of the instruments of fulfillment and not 
wi Obsession as it ‘s in the West — especially in America. According to 
American military observers in China, the Chinese Communist armies 
have practically no Russian leadership, no Russian soldiers fighting with 
them, — and very |.ttle Russian equipment. Their arms are made up 
chietly of Japanese materials captured from Japanese armies by both 
the Chinese Communists and the Russians, together with large quantities 
of American arms captured from or sold to them by the corrupt Nanking 
Nationalist Chinese leaders. 

Thus Russia has worked her revolutionary will through China 
without any military participation that could stand for condemnation be- 
fore an international court, while our dollar diplomacy in China and our 
short-sighted military leadership has stumbled on. the brink of complete 
failure — simply because of political and economic illiteracy. Gen. Joe 
Stilwell was almost the only exception, and for abundant documentary 
evidence of what went on, read “The Stilwell Papers,” by Gen. Joseph 
W. Stilwell (Publ. Wm. Sloane Associates, $4). 

So Russia has used the Berlin ecris’s for all it’s worth. But that 
crisis was American made, first by our own failure in allowing the Soviet 
to take over control of the major Berlin areas, leaving ourselves at the 
merey of a narrow corridor — a diplomatic blunder thoroughly publi- 
cized in our press; and second, and far more important, through our own 
mil‘tary effort to outflank the Russians by pouring our military strength 
into Greece, Turkey and the Near East. We have done this to the extent 
of over a billion dollars in armaments and extensive military participa- 
tion, far more than the public realizes. We have reported on this pre- 
viously but it still remains of the highest significance as the official 
Washington propaganda line continues to hammer on such action as nec- 
essary that we may “contain communism.” 

To the Russian viewpoint, however, and unfortunately much of 
the rest of the world agrees with Russia, as frequent UN attitudes and 
actions reveal, it is a long standing historical fact that the British, 
French and Dutch empires have with determined effort and frequent 
wars in the past sought to bar Russia from the Mediterranean with its 
trade lanes to Europe and Asia. Before World War II ended Britain 
threw her power into Greece and Turkey to maintain the old barrier 
against Russia. But as Russa came out of the war infinitely stronger 
than Britain, we were maneuvered into taking over the British bastions 
in the Near East. Living much nearer the Mediterranean than the Brit- 
ish, the Russians have for generations considered it a gross injustice that 
the Mediterranean was barred to them. Since we are a nation even fur- 
ther removed from the Mediterranean the Russians especially resent our 
intrusion into this Mediterranean struggle. As we have repeatedly point- 
ed out, the Russians considered our powerful military thrust in the east- 
ern Mediterranean a deliberate military flanking movement carried out 
by the American high command as the initial maneuver of World War 
III. The Soviet has replied to it in kind by a powerful military and eco- 
nom ¢ squeeze on the other flank of the U. S.-Russia front — Berlin. 

(continued on NEXT naae) 





~ Tito’s Land Problem 


(continued) 

rather than the Russian model. 

But though most of these small 
farms delighted the formerly land- 
less peasants, it became apparent 
that these strips of land operated 
separately could not produce the 
quantity of food needed. The re- 
sult all over East Europe is a 
struggle over these two concepts,— 
the privately owned cooperative 
farm groups versus the state- 
owned collectives. But in Yugo- 
slavia the pattern had been swing- 
ing in favor of the western co-op 
system. When Russia began to 
pressure Tito, he resisted because 
he knew the uproar that would 
come from his peasants. Political 
leaders of the West, seeking to 
preserve the systems of individual 
ownership, dare not long continue 
to ignore this dramatie and signi- 
ficant struggle which cuts clear 
across the map ot Europe. 





The Negro Citizen 
(continued) 


as the colored voter becomes better 
organized and educational levels 
r.se the waves of intimidation will 
become a receding tide. 


Athlete: Levi Jackson, out- 
standing Negro football star, was 
elected captain of next year’s Yale 
football team. 

Banker: A bank in Atlanta, 
Georgia, owned and operated en- 
tirely by Negroes, has recently 
been admitted to the Federal Re- 
serve System, after completing all 
requirements. The capital of the 
banking firm is more than $200,000 
and this bank serves many white 
depositors as well as Negroes. 

Student: Powerful national 
Negro organizations are continu- 
ing to fight segregation in the pub- 
lic schools. The battle centering on 
the admission of Negroes to the 
University of Oklahoma continues 
with gains being made by the 
Negro students and their attorneys 
both in the courts and in the 
school. In Virginia’s King George 
County High School, Negro stu- 
dents are demanding equal school 
facil:ties and the entire South is 
watching the results of this test 
case. The school board has agreed 
to build a new and modern build- 
ing for the Negroes with central 
heat and inside plumbing, which 
they don’t have now. This test case 
is directed by the National Associ- 
ation for the Advancement of Col- 
ored People. A spokesman for the 
association said that the real ques- 
tion is: Will the new building, 
equal but segregated, provide equal 
educational opportunities? The 
NAACP representative doubts 
that it will and adds, “Our even- 
tual aim is to eliminate segrega- 
tion in the schools.” 








China Review 


As the war ended it was not just 
the Roosevelt’ agreement to let 
Russia dominate Manchuria that 
pulled the foundations out of the 
Chiang Kai Shek government. At 
that time there were many avenues 
open to strengthen the Nanking 
government, draw the people of 
China away trom the drift toward 
communism. But it would have 
meant a complete overhaul of 
American-Chinese commercial re- 
latons and a complete purge of 
the incredible corruption in the 
Nanking government, a purge car- 
ried out under close American su- 
pervision on the ground. These 
moves would have gone far toward 
recovering the fading loyalty of 
the impoverished Chinese masses 
for their government, — but leth- 
argy and the heavy hand of Amer- 
ican empire investments in China 
would not perm :t the action. Gen. 
Marshall came back from his mis- 
sion to China with just such 
recommendations, demanding a 
purge of the shocking financial 
graft and corruption in the Chi- 
ang government and, having ac- 
complished that, prepare to switch 
our support to the moderate lib- 
eral progressive elements in China 
which were then strong and which 
have now been either forced to go 
over to the reds or go into hiding. 

But the extremely rich groups 
around Chiang Kai Shek, even in- 
cluding the Sung financial dy- 
nasty which is the family of Mad- 
ame Chiang, are so closely tied to 
investment interests of New York 
and London (oil, tobacco, ship- 
p-ng, ete.) that no foree in Wash- 
ington had the courage or strength 
to try to move the mountain of 
dead weight. And so opposition to 
that spread in a thick mesh from 
London, Wall St. and into our 
State Dept. Vast financial hold- 
ings in China and fortunes made 
through the heartless exploitation 
of the people, — the whole struc- 
ture would have had to be dis- 
solved into a new democratic econ 
omy which would operate for the 
benefit of the Chinese people rath- 
er than for a few extremely rich 
clans and the:r associates in Lon- 
don and New York. 


Now the liquidation may soon 


take place the hard way — with 
fortunes confiscated, — with 
family clan leaders, who would 
not share, riddled by machine 


euns, — with London and N. Y. 
investments turned over to a “peo- 
ple’s commissariat.” 

It is the old lesson men never 
seem to learn, — even men who 
sit in fine raiment in the choice 
pews of our churches, — that what 
we will not share in Christian rea- 
sonableness we eventually lose in 
violent retribution. 


THEN AND NOW 
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The Holy Family found themselves in an_ unfriendly 
world. They would still be hard pressed to find a place for the 
little Prince of Peace to lay His head. Even the United Nations 
has found it politic to avoid mention of the name of God, and all 
the world around is pressing toward bigger and greater ways, 
not to shelter little children, but to kill them in their cribs. 
Politics, diplomacy, science, chemistry, — planes, ships — all 
seem to be obsessed, not with the arts of peace, but with the 
arts of war. We say we want peace but we spend billions for war 
and pennies for peace, and as long as we do that we'll get war. 
God sent His son that men might learn the laws of peace and the 
ways of peace. There wasn’t much room for Him then and there 
isn’t much place for Him now. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 
OPPORTUNITY MISSED: We might have saved the situation 


in the Mediterranean — and thus without question softened the bitter 
relentless Russian attitude as expressed in Berlin, —- if we had pushed 
for genuine international controls of the Near East (The Dardanelles, 
the oil of Arabia, ete.) as was the loftly and original intention of the 
founders of the UN until those intentions were sabotaged by American 
and British oil interests. Likewise we could have prevented the debacle 
of the hour in China if selfish commercialisin had not warped our diplo- 
macy and military policies in the Far East. For details on this, see 
“China Review” in the column. to the left). 


HREE MONTHS AGO when the forces that command much of our 
press and radio thought they had sold the country on Dewey’s elec- 
tion and most people themselves were convinced that our economy would 
go back to the control of the large business interests, the labor organi- 
zations of America were fervently planning the inauguration of a third 
party, — a genuine “labor party.” While Between The Lines refrained 
from any direct political preferences or predictions on the eandidates, we 
did repeatedly emphasize that, irrespective of the election, the country 
would not turn back to the old order of big business control. We even 
went so far as to forecast that, if Dewey were elected, he would not carry 
out the reactionary program that the powerful financial interests ex- 
pected when they supported him. The Dewey campa‘gn leaders have now 
openly conceded the tragedy that Dewey did not frankly state how pro- 
gressive he was. 

Be that as it may, our forecast that, no matter who was elected, — 
and whether we liked it or not, and whether it was good or bad, — the 
-ountry would continue its trend toward wider social and economic plan- 
ning and controls, was borne out far beyond even. our own expectation. 
The trend in that direction swept Truman back in power — the man 
who dared come out on a progressive program. 

(continued on NEXT page) 





Atomic Realities 

We are not in any position to 
vive details now, but a new crisis 
is arising in the field of military 
nuclear research. We reported re- 
cently (BTL, June 14 and Oct. 4, 
1948) on the progress toward much 
better, cheaper A-bombs. 
But the split widens between the 
viewpoints of the scientists who 
work with the bomb and the mili- 
tary who seek to dominate its fur- 
ther development. The War Dept. 
viewpoint a view- 
point that has sought to persuade 
the public that the A-bomb is just 
another weapon; that its effeets on 
the people of Hiroshima were not 
extraordinary; and that the tests 
at Bikini were not much more than 
the tests of the average new wea- 
pou. The military men are work- 
ing on a rather strange propaganda 
line. They want to keep the 
American publie all worked up 
over Russia so that they will sup- 
port bigger military preparations, 
and vet the military also seek to 
keep the publie from getting too 
scared about the weapons that will 
be used in a war with Russia. The 
military should realize that a fel- 
low can ride two horses at once 
only if they go in the same di- 
rection ! 

But the nuclear scientists are 
not minimizing the lethal effects 
of atomic warfare — as are the 
military. The nuclear men who 
have been studying the after effects 
of atomic bombing report now that 
substances poisoned by radioactive 
particles, instead of “cooling off”, 
as the military have assumed, will 
continue to be deadly for what 
amounts to all eternity. These 
scientists have reported, for in- 
stance, how the Navy failed to 
completely the strongly 
rad oactive ships used in the Bi- 
kini tests. 

Dr. David Bradley, one of the 
scientists associated in the Bikini 
experiment, has made this and 
many more statements in a new re- 
port just published “No Place To 
Hide” (Atlantic: Little Brown, 
$2). Dr. Bradley reveals that while 
the first Bikini explosion did not 
do as extensive damage as was an- 
ticipated, the second did much 
more. And its real significance lay 
in the gigantie splash of radio- 
active water spraying everything 
in sight with persistent, invisible, 
radioactive poison. His tests for 
radioactivity on ships and islands 
and even fish revealed that the 
charged water spread a thin coat- 
ing of poison which no scrubbing 
or washing could remove. It could 
only be eliminated by taking off 
the whole outer surface of the 
area, a far too extensive operation 
for a large ship in wartime or for 
wide land areas. Consider what 
such large splashes in Lake Michi- 
gan, Lake Erie, the Potomac or 


the waters around New York and 
(continued on NEXT page) 


bigger, 


continues, — 


cleanse 





Atomic Realities 
(continued) 
San Francisco could do in making 
cities as deadly and uninhabitable 
as ships, and you’ll understand 
what Dr. Bradley refers to as the 
“j}lusion of defense.” For terrible 
as an atomic explosion itself is, 
the contamination of radioactivity 
for an indefinite period afterward 
is far worse. Here are Dr. Bradley’s 
four chief conclusions: 

“There is no real defense against 
atomic weapons.” 

“There are no satisfactory coun- 
termeasures and methods of decon- 
tamination.” 

“There are no satisfactory medi- 
cal or sanitary safeguards for the 
people of atomized areas.” 

“The devastating influence of the 
bomb and its unborn relatives may 
affect the land and its wealth — and 
therefore its people — for centuries 
through the persistence of radio- 
activity.” 

As a wit has put it — “splitting 
the atom was no wise crack.” 

In the meantime the far more 
important problem on internation- 
al atomic control remains dead- 
locked in the UN. The American 
or Baruch plan, involving inter- 
national control and inspection 


which would have meant some re- 
nunciation of national sovereignty 
in favor of international security, 
was turned down by the Russians. 
This plan sought to prevent as far 
as possible the secret accumulation 


of atomic bombs by any nation. 
The plan wasn’t entirely airtight, 
but it appeared to provide reason- 
able insurance against deliberate 
evasion. The Russian plan, which 
the U. S. has rejected, while ac- 
cepting the principle of interna- 
tional control and inspection, de- 
mands the destruction of the 
American atom stock pile before 
any system of control is set up. 
With considerable justification 
American officials feel that the rec- 
ord of Russia’s behavior gives little 
assurance that, once we were atom- 
ically disarmed, the Soviet would 
then abide by international control 
and inspection, — especially since 
tussia has never permitted much 
penetration of Communist plans 
and programs. 


Tax Dodge 


A familiar device used by 
wealthy American families to 
dodge the heavy income and in- 
heritance taxes of today is to set 
up a foundation or “charity” 
trust. Some groups, such as the 
Mellon and Rockefeller clans, have 
thus disposed of large blocks of 
wealth that represented sums 
greater than the family could ever 
possibly use for themselves and 
yet have kept the control of these 
vast sums within the family group. 
It is also recognized in business 
circles that wealthy American 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continue 


ORGANIZED LABOR however quickly dropped the third party 
or labor party idea with the realization that they already have a “labor 
party.” From now on we must get accustomed to the fact that the little 
people, the working people, who express themselves most vocally and ef- 
fectively through organized labor, are going to be the predominant factor 
in American life. For better or worse, — money doesn’t control so much 
any more — its orbit of domination has shrunk tremendously. This 
trend is fixed. It will continue. 


REPUBLICAN SUICIDE: When the Republican congressional 
sweep hit the country in 1946 and the spokesmen for large business in- 
terests proclaimed that “the revolution is over,” without knowing it they 
pronounced the doom of the Republican party for another long period. 
Their Congress, under orders from the financial, industrial and property 
interests to wipe out the New Deal, set to work to knife every progres- 
sive social measure within reach: high taxes on wealth, slum clearance, 
housing for the low wage earners, higher minimum wages, health pro- 
grams, ete. The indisputable blunders of New Deal bureaucracy were 
played up in banners across the sky. But New Deal blundering was noth- 
ing compared to the blind stampede to turn the country back to the mil- 
lionaires. While the little people had become annoyed by the excesses of 
labor — they became much more annoyed by the excess profits of indus- 
try. Our readers will remember our frequent question in those days, “Is 
the Republican party trying to commit suicide?” (And you should have 
seen the letters we got from some prominent Republicans!) 


HE BIG QUESTION: But the Republican party did commit 

suicide and now the big question is, will the newly rejuvenated 
Democratic-Labor party do the same thing? Some labor periodicals are 
acting as if they were ready to take over the country. That is dangerous 
talk, for many workers themselves want restraints on the extremes of 
their own leadership. There is an attitude in some sections of labor to 
“give em the works,” and there is a feeling in financial circles that the 
worst is coming. 

Will President Truman and the new labor-sponsored leaders of 
Congress have the greatness of restraint to see that, while the country 
should not be run for the millionaires, it also should not be run for the 
labor leaders? The lack of balance on at that point nearly killed the Dem- 
ocratic party during the latter days of the Roosevelt leadership and did 
kill the Republican party in the last few months. 


ENCOURAGINIG WORD has been circulated that Truman, be 
fore he lays down any definite plan of action, expects to call a series of 
Labor-Industry-Worker-Management conferences and, in a spirit of earn- 
est seeking for the welfare of all, demand a quality of cooperation and 
singleness of purpose that this country has rarely seen in Washington. 
If he does that, the little man from Missouri who, everyone said, didn’t 
know enough and was too simple in comparison with his more sophisti- 
cated opponents, may grow to be great, as simplicity and sincerity often 
grow into greatness. 

What will the new Truman administration do with a new, younger, 
more alert, better educated Congress at his side? (The U. S. News, Nov. 
26, gives facts and figures on the new eongressmen’s average education, 
age, ete.). 

First, the new Democratic administration will do something to 
restrain spiralling price trends. It is believed that business will be given 
a chance to do this voluntarily. If business doesn’t come through, then 
controls will be set up against the upward rush of prices and profit. Tax 
on upper incomes will bite deeper again (whereas the last Congress low- 
ered taxes on top incomes.) Power projects will get a fresh new start 
along TVA lines. Rural Electrification which is transforming the lives of 
millions of farm families will get a big boost. (Private enterprise had a 
chance to carry out this expansion, but it wasn’t profitable enough, — yet 
when the Government began such projects private power companies 
fought REA vigorously.) Reclamation of soil and timber, great new irri- 
gation projects, especially in the West. — brought to a halt by the last 
Congress, — will start all over again. Educational aid to backward states, 
stressing the need of uniform system of cultural and technical training 
for American youth, regardless of geographical location, race or creed, 
will be pushed, something for which educators have pleaded for years. 
Slum clearance and great new low rent housing projects for low income 
families will be financed by private capital wherever possible and Gov- 
ernment funds if necessary, on a sound investment basis with the in- 
debtedness to be amortized from rent income over thirty and forty year 
periods. Modernization of low cost home construction will necessitate per- 
suading the building trades unions to release their strangle-hold on 
streamline methods of mass production of homes, — and to permit brick 
layers, lathers and masons to do a full honest day’s work for top wages. 


Tax Dodge 


(continued) 
clans have used these foundations 
for medical research and the es- 
tablishment of art galleries, ete., 
as a means of building public good 
will for the family name to over- 
come the disrepute which was in- 
creasingly falling upon them be- 
cause of the piratical way such 
fortunes have usually been built. 

In addition to this deliberate 
publicity use of such foundations, 
it is well known that others have 
used the same system as an un- 
scrupulous means, not only of 
dodging taxes, but also of making 
profitable gains through manipula- 
tion of such “charitable” trust 
funds. Sen. Tobey (Rep., N. H.) 
has been leading a congress:onal 
investigation of one of these trust 
empires — the Textron Textile 
Corp., one of the country’s largest 
textile manufacturers. The probe 
was set off when Royal Little, 
president of Textron, announced 
the closing of mills in Tobey’s own 
New England, which would reduce 
certain communities to ghost 
towns and throw thousands out of 
work. Royal Little commented that 
he would move the mills to cheap 
labor areas — South Carolina and 
Puerto Rico. Recently in congres- 
sional hearings, Tobey brought out 
the peculiar financial methods used 
by Little to run an $8 million in- 
vestment into the $125 million 
Textron corporation in a short five 
years. One method was the setting 
up of six “charitable foundations.” 
One, which included the “Rhode 
Island Charities Trust,” started 
with $500 and quickly pyramided 
to $4,500,000. Congressional testi- 
mony revealed that the income of 
this “trust” was to go to the “com- 
munity fund” of the City of Provi- 
dence. This community fund re- 
ceived $85,000 from the $4,500,000 
trust in the past three years. Dur- 
ing this same period, however, the 
three “trustees” appointed by Lit- 
tle drew salaries amounting to 
about $135,000 “or far more than 
the $85,000 paid out for charity.” 
One of the trustees named was 
Sen. J. Howard McGrath (Dem., 
R. E) 

The chief interest in the investi- 
gation was how this “charitable 
trust” and five other “founda- 
tions.” set up by the wealthy tex- 
tile manufacturer, were used to 
dodge taxes and become a means 
of profitable financial manipula- 
tion to pyramid profits. 

The United Press carried a brief 
report on the investigation on Nov. 
9 which appeared in very few pa- 
pers, but two of the nations’ top 
magazines, Time and Life, twist- 
ed the story into an anti-labor 
smear concerning Textron’s diffi- 
culties with labor and barely gave 
a whisper to the sensational finan- 
cial scandal the Republican sena- 
tor had uncovered. Textron is a 
big magazine advertiser, 











